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1. Starting 
 
From the Development Control page of North Dorset District Council’s web site you are able to 
make basic enquires on planning applications within North Dorset’s boundary. 
 
Please note, that currently this functionality only provides basic details on a planning application, 
and does not include any plans or copies of correspondence. 
 
When you view the Development Control home page, in the left hand pane is a link to “Online 
Planning Applications”. 
 

 
 
 
Clicking on this takes you to the page below: 
 

 
 
By clicking on the Online Planning Application link at the bottom (here highlighted in the red box 
above) you agree to the conditions set out.   
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The link will take you to the following content: 
 

 
 
 
2. Searching 
 
Click on the only option “Search for a Planning Application” which will then take you to the 
Search form: 

 
 
Here you can search for details of a current or determined application by using one specific search 
criteria, or a combination of search items:   
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General Detail Search Fields 
 

o Planning Reference:  Uses the format prefix “2”, forward slash, 4 digit year, forward slash, 
number, and for applications from 2009 onwards, please use the ‘PLNG’ suffix.   

Pre 2009 - 2/YYYY/0001.   
2009 onwards - 2/YYYY/0001/PLNG 

The complete application number is required when using this field. 
o Location:  Enables you to search from a variety of criteria, from a full address to just a town 

name, a street name or even a property number or name. 
o Proposal Description:  Allows search under the full or part of the proposal description as 

recorded by Development Control.  Use phrases such as “demolish”, “carry out”, “erect”, 
“extension” and “change of use” as appropriate. 

o Location and Proposal:  A combination of the above. 
o Surname: The Surname of the applicant.  A company name is also a valid search item 

under this field. 
 
 
Date Range Search Fields 
 
These allow searches to be made on dates concerned with a particular planning application. 
 
Area Selection Search Fields 
 
Allows searches to be made based on the ward or parish where the application was made. 
 
Once you have entered in the details of how you wish to search for an application then click on the 
green Search button at the bottom of the form. 
 
The system will return all the applications that match the criteria of your search – for example here 
are the applications registered between 1st Feb and 28th Feb 2008. 
 

 
 
The items will by default be sorted in ascending order by the Ref No (lowest first – numbers then 
alphabetically).  However, if your search returns many items, by clicking on the column headings 
(highlighted in red above) you can choose how they are sorted.  By clicking on the same column 
heading you can reverse the sort to a descending order by that column first. 
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Once you have found the application details you are looking for then click on the Ref No. for the 
application you are looking for.   
 
3. Application Details 
 
The details for an application are displayed as per the image of the example below.  Please again 
note, that only basic details for applications are currently available, for example no plans or copies 
of correspondence will be displayed. 
 
You can submit a query via email to the Development Control department by clicking on the name 
of the Case Officer.  This is found in the bottom section when the Address Details tab is selected.  If 
making a comment either supporting or objecting to an application, please include your full name, 
address and any other contact details.  
 

 
 
In the top section, you are able to click on the View Map link, which displays a map from North 
Dorset’s GIS mapping system of the application.  If you have any problems, please check that the 
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scale is set 1:1000 or 1:1250 and that the Planning Application Layer is ticked in the right hand 
pane.  There is also a Help function in the top right hand of the screen. 
 
In the bottom section there are five tabs which will display information.  If a decision has been 
made, then this will be displayed in the Conditions & Reasons tab.  Please note that the Addresses 
& Neighbours tabs will not display any information. 


